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Two years age members of ArFIRMATION gatherediingy Chicago. 


= 4s ‘ bes wy ‘ 
ESS We committed ourssives to the building _ shrore national 
network of lesbians and gay men. Our major Sirpose has been 


to develop the resources and support for ministries on behalf of our people. At that 


time and since, 


enabling the United Methodist Church to be more intentionally involved 
Out of our commitmsnt we have become a sig- 


for ministry witn lesbians and gay men. 


our focus has continued to be on giving each other sucpert, 


and to 
in the needs 


nificant force in the United Methodist Church. We have developed a number of supvort 


groups in local communities, 
emergency 


sat down with hundreds of persons concerned about issues 
gay men anc their families, written articles for publication, 
We have held two national meetings a year, 


beth national and local, levels. 
have raised the resources to hire two 
national co-ordinators for AFFIRMATION, 

More significantly, we have developed 
a responsible ministry that has changed, 
liberated and saved the lives of many of 
our people. In April the General Confer- 
ance of the Unitad Methodist Church will 
again make vronouncements about us. and 
will decide whether or not to continue a 
program of trying to silence us ar to 
move into a ministry that reflects opsn- 
ess and cering. In the mean time, what- 
ever happsns at the General Conferenca, 
Unite? Methodist lesbians and gay men 
and their friends will continueto zater 
to give gach other support, and to work 
at opening up the church so that the 
Gospel may be truly proclaimed. 

At the United Methodist communications 
seminar in Indianapolis in November, one 
of the participants asked when the gay 
issue 
person does not seem to understand, and 
otners who spend so much energy trying 
to oppress us, is that we are 4 part of 
the United Methodist Church and that no 
mattsr how oppressive the church may be 
in its majority opinions,in its official 
pronouncements,in its efforts to silence 
and limit us, we sre here as a part of 
God's creation, and like all struggling 
people we will be here for a long time 
to come. Our mere presence st this Gen- 
eral Conference is a witness to our 
faith. Perhaps it will be the strongest 
witness of faith that will be made at 


this General Conference. 
----Michael Collins 


AFFIRMATION's 
September 26 to 28, 1980 


developed a medical insurance plan, 
relief program, answered an unbelievable amount of mail and phone calls, 


would finally go away. What that 


national meeting this fall will be held in Houston, 
and will be hosted by the 


begun work on an 


related to lesbians and 
resourced seminars on 
and we 


PIENARY ON HOMOPHORTA 

The Christian Social Relations section 
of the Women's Division, during their 
October board meeting, voted "That the 
Section of Christian Social Relations 
navea major plenary session with affirm- 
ation as consultants, as needed, to hear 
the dain and preblams of Christian homo- 


-sexuals and lesbians and their familias, 


and to address the wider issues of human 
sexuality and homophobia", Two AFFTRMA- 
TION mambers participatedin the planning 


‘session with a committee from the C.S.R. 


section. Tne vlenary will be held at the 
Marcn 15 section meeting of the Women's 
Division spring board meeting. A number 
of AFFIRMATION members will participates. 
Resoures persons will discuss lesbianism 
as it relates to older women, long term 
reletionships, ethnic issues, parents of 
lesbian/gay persous and Biblical/tneo- 
logical issues. The film entitled, "In 
the Best Interest of the Children," 
dealing with lesbian mothers and their 
children will also be shown. 

In addition to the specific 
above mentioned, particinants 
cover such subjects as language (use of 
the words lesbian/gay rather then homo- 
sexual), lagal issues, homophobia, econ— 
omic issues and "coming out", 

The session as planned appears to be 
a good one snd we wish the Women's Divi- 
sion well as they continue to deal with 
these issues, 


areas 
Dilan to 


---~-Perpey Harmon 


Texas, from 
Houston AFFIRMATION proun. 


AFFIRMATION TO MEET APRIL 12-13 IN INDIANAPOLIS 


The spring business meeting of 
AFFIRMATICN will be held 9330 am 


to 4:00 pm on Sunday, April 13, 1980, at the Lambda Center, 375 North Illinois St., 
Indianapolis, Indiana. We will look at = number of proposals for our future work and 


our leadership needs for tha next two 
years. We will also set into motion our 
work for the General Conference during 
the next two weeks, April 15-25, 

On Saturday, April 12, AFFIRMATION 
members will gather, beginning at 9:30am 
at All Saints Episcopal Church at 1539 
Central Avenue. The morning will be 
given to sharing concerns and’ work in- 
volvements. The afternoon will be set 
aside for committee meetings and prepar- 
ation for General Conference work. There 
will be a Women's Caucus meeting and a 
Men's gathering on Saturday evening. 


Registration may be sent to Larry 
Sanner, Indianapolis, 
Indiana . 


227WANT TO HELP WITH GENERAL CONFERENCE?? 


i a aT 


Parsons unable to attend General Con- 
ference can help in a number of ways. 
---We need reams of purple paper, 83x11: 
(sandit with a friend who is attending). 
---We need offica supplies: paper, magic 
markers, staples, rulers, paper clips, 
pens, pencils, etc. 

---We need special $ donations to help 
cover housing & transportation expenses 
of those attending. | 

---Ne need letters of support and con- 
stent contact to Larry Sanner (above). 


ROCKY MOUNTAINS SCAIED | 

More than 150 persons attended a work- 
shop in Denver, February 15~16,on "Homo- 
sexuality and the United Methodist 
Church" sconsored by the Task Force on 
Human Sexuality of tho Rocky Mountain 
Annual Conference. Persons attending 
came from 20 towns in Cotorado and Wyo- 
ming plus Nebraska. lLleadershiv was pro= 
vided by AFFIRMATION members Joan Clark, 
the Revs. .Paul Abels and Don McGaw. The 
workshop was designed as an educational 
opportunity for lay and clsrgy versons 
to receive information through discus- 
sion, resource persons and material on 
the topic of homosexuality. 

Many participants in the workshop 
felt that oneof the results of the event 
was a significant movement among the 
delegates toward e more full acceptance 
of equality in the church for homosexual 
persons, and a specific manifestetion of 
that was a resolution which emerged from 
one of the workshop groups calling for 
the five U.M. churches in Indianapolis 
to reconsider their decisions not to al- 
low AFFIRMATION-sponsored activities in 
their buildings during General Confer- 
ence. The resolution was signed by ap- 
proximately 75 workshop participants and 
forwarded to the Indianapolis churches, 


AFFIRMATICN DIRECTORY: 


Peggy Harmon, Co-coordinator, Dallas, Tx 
Michael Collins, Co-coordinator ew York, NY 
Ed Egan, Newsletter editor, yHaverstraw, NY 


Mail Donations and $10.00 annual membership to a co-coordinator, please. 


Reservation for presence at UM General Conference in Indianapolis, Indiana 
Saturday, April 12, through Friday, April 25, 1980 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


My arrival in Indianapolis will be on (date) 


.| Please reserve circled dates; April 12,13,1),15, 16,17, 18,19, 20 21, 22, 23, 2h, 25, 1980 
Mail to Larry Sanner, ——— Indianapolis, Indiana 


Phone ( 
ZIP 


by air, auto, other (circle) 


